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Giris

Kentler yalnizca fiziksel yapilarin bir araya geldi-
gi mekanlar degil, ayni zamanda sosyal iliskilerin,
giindelik yasam pratiklerinin ve kolektif hafizanin
uretildigi dinamik sistemlerdir. Bu nedenle ka-
musal alanlarin niteligi, bir kentin kapsayiciligi ve
yasam kalitesi agisindan 6nemli bir belirleyicidir.
Kapsayici kent yaklasimi; yas, cinsiyet, ekonomik
durum, kiiltiirel gegmis veya fiziksel yeterlilik fark
etmeksizin tim bireylerin kentsel olanaklara esit
bicimde erisebilmesini ve kamusal yasama ak-
tif olarak katilabilmesini hedefler. Bu yaklasim,
yalnizca fiziksel erisilebilirligi degil, giivenlik, ai-
diyet, sosyal etkilesim ve karar alma sireclerine
katiim gibi sosyal boyutlari da kapsamaktadir.

Bu baglamda sosyal altyapilar, bireylerin bir ara-
ya gelmesini, karsilasmasini ve dayanisma iliski-
leri gelistirmesini saglayan temel kamusal sis-
temlerdir. Meydanlar, parklar, kiiltiir merkezleri,
egitim yapilar ve diger ortak kullanim alanlari
yalnizca belirli islevlere hizmet eden mekan-
lar degil; farkli kullanici gruplarini bulusturan ve
kent yasamini destekleyen sosyal aglarin fiziksel
karsiliklandir. Guglii sosyal altyapilar, kamusal
yasami canlandirirken giiven duygusunu, aidiyet
hissini ve toplumsal biitlinlesmeyi de giiglendirir.

Bu calisma, Yenikapi kentsel aksini kapsayici kent
ve sosyal altyapi perspektifinden ele almakta; ala-
nin tarihsel katmanlari, ulagim sistemi ve mevcut
kamusal kullanim bicimleri arasindaki iligkiyi ince-
lemektedir. Kullanici odakli analizler ve mekansal
degerlendirmeler dogrultusunda gelistirilen ta-
sarim Onerisi, Yenikapi'yl yalnizca bir ulasim ak-
tarma noktasi olmaktan cikararak, farkli kullani-
clarin esit bicimde deneyimleyebilecegi giivenli,
okunabilir ve kapsayici bir kamusal yasam alanina
donistliirmeyi amaglamaktadir.
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Introduction

Cities are not merely spaces composed of physical
structures; they are dynamic systems where so-
cial relationships, everyday practices, and collec-
tive memory are produced. Therefore, the quality
of public spaces is a significant determinant of a
city's inclusiveness and quality of life. The inclu-
sive city approach aims to ensure that all individ-
uals can access urban opportunities equally and
participate actively in public life regardless of age,
gender, economic status, cultural background, or
physical ability. This approach encompasses not
only physical accessibility but also social dimen-
sions such as safety, sense of belonging, social
interaction, and participation in decision-making
processes.

In this context, social infrastructures are fun-
damental public systems that enable people to
come together, encounter one another, and de-
velop relationships of solidarity. Squares, parks,
cultural centers, educational facilities, and other
shared spaces are not merely places serving spe-
cific functions; they are the physical manifesta-
tions of social networks that bring different user
groups together and support urban life. Strong
social infrastructures enhance public life while
strengthening the sense of safety, belonging, and
social cohesion.

This study examines the Yenikapi urban axis
through the perspective of inclusive cities and
social infrastructures, exploring the relationship
between the area’s historical layers, transporta-
tion systems, and existing patterns of public use.
Developed through user-oriented analyses and
spatial evaluations, the design proposal aims to
transform Yenikapi from a mere transportation
interchange into a safe, legible, and inclusive pub-
lic space where diverse users can experience the
city equally.

Legible Threshold: Yenikapi
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Alani Okumak: Yenikapi'nin Cok Katmanl Kentsel Yapisi
Understanding the Site: Yenikapi's Multilayered Urban Structure

Calisma alani, kuzeyde Aksaray Meydani'nin kent-
sel dokusu ile baslayip gilineyde Marmara Denizi
kiyisina kadar uzanan genis bir bolgeyi kapsar.
Ancak mevcut durumda bu hat lizerinde devam
eden tasit yollari, kot farklari ve kentsel adalar,
aksin bitiincil bir bicimde deneyimlenmesini en-
gelleyen kesintiler yaratmaktadir.

Yenikapl, istanbul’'un kentsel hafizasinda cok 6zel
bir yer tutmaktadir. Marmaray ve Metro kazilar
sirasinda agiga ¢ikarilan Theodosius Limani ile Ne-
olitik déneme uzanan arkeolojik bulgular, alanin
yalnizca giincel bir aktarma merkezi olmadigini;
istanbul'un ticaret, ulasim ve kiiltiir tarihi agisin-
dan sekiz bin yillik cok katmanli bir liman bolgesi
oldugunu kanitlamistir.

The study area extends from the urban fabric of
Aksaray Square in the north to the Marmara Sea
coastline in the south. However, existing vehicle
roads, level differences, and fragmented urban
blocks along this axis create interruptions that
prevent the area from being experienced as a con-
tinuous urban route.

Yenikapi holds a significant place in Istanbul's ur-
ban memory. Theodosius Harbor, revealed during
Marmaray and Metro excavations, along with ar-
chaeological findings dating back to the Neolithic
period, demonstrate that the area is not merely
a contemporary transportation hub, but a multi-
layered port district with an eight-thousand-year
history shaped by Istanbul's trade, transporta-
tion, and cultural development.
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Veriden Tasarima: Kullanici Deneyimi ve Mekdnsal Analizler
From Data to Design: User Experience and Spatial Analysis

Galisma alani, kuzeyde Aksaray Meydani’'nin
kentsel dokusu ile baslayip gilineyde Marma-
ra Denizi kiyisina kadar uzanan boélgeyi kapsar.
Ancak mevcut durumda tasit yollari, kot fark-
lar1 ve kentsel adalar, aksin bitiinciil deneyim-
lenmesini engelleyen kesintiler yaratmaktadir.

Yenikapi, istanbul'un hafizasinda énemli bir yere
sahiptir. Marmaray ve Metro kazilari sirasinda agi-
gacikarilan Theodosius Limantile Neolitik ddneme
uzanan arkeolojik bulgular, alanin yalnizca giincel
biraktarmamerkeziolmadigini; istanbul’unticaret,
ulasim ve kiiltir tarihi agisindan sekiz bin yillik cok
katmanli bir liman bélgesi oldugunu kanitlamustir.

Bugiin Yenikapi Metro ve Marmaray Aktarma
Merkezi, istanbul'un yogun transit gecis odakla-
rindan biridir. Alan; sanayi, oteller bolgesi, gele-
neksel ticaret akslari ve yeni gocmen toplulukla-
rin sosyal yasantisi ile harmanlanmis heterojen
ve ¢ok kulturli bir kullanicr profiline ev sahipligi
yapmaktadir.

Okunabilir Esik: Yenikapi
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Kullanici Profil Anket

The study area extends from the urban fabric
of Aksaray Square in the north to the Marmara
Sea waterfront in the south. However, vehicle
roads, level differences, and fragmented ur-
ban blocks interrupt the continuity of this axis.

Yenikapi occupies a significant place in Istan-
bul's collective memory. Theodosius Harbor and
the Neolithic archaeological remains uncovered
during the Marmaray and Metro excavations
demonstrate that the area is more than a trans-
portation hub; it is a multilayered port district rep-
resenting over eight thousand years of Istanbul’s
commercial, cultural, and transportation history.

Today, Yenikapi Metro and Marmaray Interchange
Station is one of Istanbul's primary transit nodes.
The area accommodates a heterogeneous and
multicultural user profile shaped by industrial ac-
tivities, the hotel district, traditional commercial
corridors, and migrant communities.

Legible Threshold: Yenikapi
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Problem Alanlari: Kopukluklar, Bariyerler ve Kullanim Sorunlari
Problem Areas: Disconnections, Barriers, and Issues of Use

Arkeolojik sit alani ¢evresini saran santiye sacla-

, tel érgiiler ve diizensiz ISPARK otopark alan-
lari, meydanin mekansal biitiinligini bozan
en biyiik fiziksel bariyerlerdir. Bu engeller yaya

akisini kesintiye ugrattigi gibi, denize ve tarihi

dokuya olan gorsel erisimi de bloke etmektedir.

Alan, muazzam biiyiikligiine ragmen hicbir du-
raksama veya toplumsal karsilasma potansiyeli
sunmamaktadir. Transit yolcular yalnizca aktar-
ma terminalleri arasinda hizla yer degistirmekte,
meydan islevsiz bir bosluk olarak tiiketilmektedir.

Dinyanin en 6énemli arkeolojik kesiflerinden biri
olan Theodosius Limani katmani, kentlinin giin-
delik yasamindan tamamen yalitilmis durumda-
dir. Arkeolojik doku ile kamusal mekan arasinda
hicbir islevsel veya gorsel koprii kurulamamistir.

The construction barriers, fences surrounding
the archaeological site, and irregular ISPARK
parking areas constitute the primary physical
obstacles disrupting the spatial integrity of the
square. These barriers not only interrupt pedes-
trian movement but also obstruct visual connec-
tions to the sea and the historical urban fabric.

Despiteitssubstantialscale, theareacurrentlylacks
opportunities for pause, interaction, and social
encounters. Transit users primarily move between
transportation nodes, resulting in the square func-
tioning as an underutilized and inactive urban void.

The Theodosius Harbor layer, one of the most
significant archaeological discoveries, remains
completely detached from everyday urban life.
No functional or visual connection has been es-
tablished between the archaeological heritage
and the public realm.
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Kavramsal Cerceve: Heterotopik Bir Kentsel Esik Olarak Yenikapi
Conceptual Framework: Yenikapi as a Heterotopic Urban Edge

Michel Foucault’nun ortaya koydugu hete-
rotopya kavrami, ayni mekan icinde fark-
Ll zamanlarin, diizenlerin ve gercekliklerin bir
arada bulunmasini ifade eder. Heterotopik
mekanlar, mevcut diizen igerisinde farkli anlam
ve deneyimleri barindiran karsi-mekanlardir.

Yenikapi; Neolitik dénemden Bizans limanina
uzanan tarihsel katmanlari, giincel ulagim agi ve
farkli kullanicr gruplariyla heterotopik bir kentsel
esik niteligindedir. Proje, bu ¢cogullugu bir sorun
olarak degil, kentsel canliigl destekleyen bir de-
ger olarak ele almakta; farkli kullanicilarin karsila-
sabilecegi kapsayici bir kamusal alan olusturmayi
amaclamaktadir.

The concept of **heterotopia**, introduced by
Michel Foucault, refers to spaces where different
times, orders, and realities coexist within a single
place. Heterotopic spaces are “other spaces” that
exist within the existing order while accommo-
dating diverse meanings and experiences.

Yenikapi represents a heterotopic urban thresh-
old, where historical layers extending from the
Neolithic period to the Byzantine harbor coexist
with contemporary transportation networks and
diverse user groups. Rather than perceiving this
multiplicity as a problem, the project approaches
it as a source of urban vitality and aims to create
an inclusive public space that enables encounters
among different users.

Okunabilir Esik: Yenikapi
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Tasarim Yaklagimi: Yeniden Kamusallasan Bir Kent Meydani

Design Approach: Reclaiming the Urban Square as a Public Space

Veri analizlerinden yola ¢ikarak gelistirilen strate-
ji; devasa, tanimlanmamis ve insani l¢ekten uzak
boslugu tek hamlede ¢6zmek yerine, merkezde-
ki Yenikapr Meydani'ni kamusallastirip sosyal bir
odak noktasi haline getirerek, cevresindeki aksla-
ra ve ceperlere kollara ayrilan bir yaya ve yesil ag
kurgulamaktir.

Mekanin okunabilir bir esige doniismesi igin ze-
min kotundaki engellerin ortadan kaldirilmasi ilk
adimdir. Gorsel surekliligin saglanmasi, bireyler-
in uzamsal algisini giiclendirerek yén bulma ko-
layligi saglar.

Alani gevreleyen giivenlik duvarlari ve otopark
bariyerleri kaldinlarak serbest dolasim olanag
getirilmistir. Sosyal altyapi1; kamusal amfiler, gol-
gelikli oturma zonlari ve mikro-toplanma alanlari
ile gliclendirilmistir.

Based on data analysis, the developed strat-
egy transforms the vast, undefined, and hu-
man-scale-deficient void by turning Yenikapi
Square into a public and social focal point, sup-
ported by a pedestrian and green network ex-
tending towards surrounding axes and urban edg-
es.

The first step in creating a legible urban threshold
is removing physical obstacles at ground level.
Visual continuity strengthens spatial perception
and improves wayfinding.

By eliminating security walls and parking barriers,
the site becomes more permeable and accessi-
ble. Social infrastructure is strengthened through
public amphitheaters, shaded seating areas, and
micro-gathering spaces that encourage interac-
tion.



Tasarim Kararlari: Esiklerden Baglantilara
Design Decisions: From Thresholds to Connections

Yillardir gegici bir durum olmaktan ¢ikip kalici bir
engele doniisen santiye saclari tamamen kaldi-
nlmistir. Meydan sinirlarini tikayan iSPARK alani
ceperden temizlenerek, bu alan yaya kullanimina
ve peyzaj entegrasyonuna agilmistir.

Kazi alaninin cevresine seffaf cam korkuluklar en-
tegre edilmis; boylece transit gegen bir kentlinin,
kot asagisindaki tarihi mirasi ve liman kalintilarini
anlik olarak deneyimleyebilmesi saglanmistir.

istanbul'un iklimsel dinamikleri gz 6niine
alinarak, cam korkuluk hatlarina entegre edilmis
hafif ahsap tenteler ve sacaklar tasarlanmigstir. Bu
elemanlar, kullanicilara hem iklimsel konfor sun-
makta hem de tarihi dokuyu izlemek icin davetkar
seyir platformlari yaratmaktadir.

Okunabilir Esik: Yenikapi
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The construction barriers, which had evolved from
a temporary condition into a permanent obstacle
over the years, have been completely removed.
The ISPARK parking area obstructing the square’s
boundaries has been cleared, allowing the space to
be integrated into pedestrian circulation and land-
scape systems.

Transparent glass railings have been introduced
around the archaeological excavation area, en-
abling urban users passing through the site to visu-
ally engage with the historical heritage and harbor
remains below ground level.

Considering Istanbul’s climatic conditions, light-
weight wooden canopies and shading structures
have been integrated along the glass railing edges.
These elements provide environmental comfort
while creating inviting viewing platforms for expe-
riencing the historical layers of the site.

Legible Threshold: Yenikapi



Gosterisli ve mekansal kirlilik yaratan dikey tabe-
lalar yerine, zemin kaplama farklari, yénlendirici
bitkisel peyzaj hatlari ve aydinlatma izleri ile sez-
gisel bir yonlendirme sistemi tasarlanmistir.

Kentsel ana akslardan tecrit edilmis olan Yali
Mahallesi, kiyi seridi tizerinden kesintisiz bir yaya
rotasi ile Yenikapi Meydani cekirdegine baglan-
mis; mahallenin kentsel izolasyonu ortadan
kaldinlmstir.

Instead of visually dominant vertical signage that
creates spatial clutter, an intuitive wayfinding
system has been designed through variations in
ground paving, guiding landscape lines, and inte-
grated lighting traces.

Yali Neighborhood, previously isolated from the
main urban axes, has been connected to the core
of Yenikapi Square through a continuous pedes-
trian route along the waterfront, reducing its
spatial isolation and strengthening its integration
with the surrounding urban fabric.

Vaziyet Plan1
Site Plan




! rekreatif agik
! alan:

! programlarin

| arttridigi

| cadde

| Gzerinde

I olugturulan
| sosyal alan.

' -
H arke;elojlk

| kalintlarinin
| korunarak
I géranur
1 kiindigiagik

| sergilemealani ..
1

+ mikro sosyal

! slanlar:
Beyaziz

I rotasinin

| genisledigi

| noktalarda

I olusan ! beyaz iz

I dinlenme ve ! rotast:

I bulusma

1 alanlari

! Kullanici
| hareketin
1i takip

I
1 I yonlendiri
1 I cirota.

T

Sonug: Herkes icin Esit Kent Deneyimi
Conclusion: An Equitable Urban Experience for All

Tasarim kararlari sonucunda Yenikapi Meydani,
kapsayici kent yaklagimi dogrultusunda yeniden
ele alinarak farkli kullanici gruplarinin esit bicimde
deneyimleyebilecegi erisilebilir ve giivenli bir ka-
musal alana donustirilmistir. Engelsiz tasarim
prensipleri, mekansal gecirgenlik ve okunabilirlik
ilkeleri dogrultusunda gelistirilen miidahaleler ile
meydanin fiziksel sinirlar azaltilmig; kullanicilarin
alanda daha 6zgir, giivenli ve kesintisiz hareket
edebilmesi hedeflenmistir.

Okunabilir Esik: Yenikapi
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Through the design decisions, Yenikapi Square
has been reinterpreted within the framework
of the inclusive city approach and transformed
into an accessible and safe public space where
diverse user groups can experience the urban en-
vironment equally. The interventions developed
through the principles of universal design, spatial
permeability, and legibility have reduced physi-
cal barriers, enabling users to move through the
space more freely, safely, and seamlessly.

YENIKA!

Legible Threshold: Yenikapi



Aydinlatilan yaya akslari, seffaflasan ceperler ve
farkli zamanlarda kullanilabilecek esnek kamu-
sal programlar sayesinde alanin yalnizca bir gegis
noktasi olarak algilanmasinin 6niine gegilmistir.
Gorsel kopukluklarin giderilmesi ve dogal goze-
timin artinlmasiyla kullanicilarin mekéna yonelik
giiven algisi giiclendirilmis; daha 6nce “tekinsiz”
olarak tanimlanan alanin giiniin farkli saatlerinde
yasayan, karsilasmalara acik bir kentsel mekana
doéniismesi amaglanmistir.

Proje kapsaminda tarihi miras, ulasim altyapisi ve
giindelik kent yasami arasinda yeni iliskiler ku-
rulmustur. Theodosius Limani arkeolojik alaninin
kamusal deneyime dahil edilmesi ve cevre ma-
hallelerle olusturulan baglantilar sayesinde Ye-
nikapi'nin gegmisten gelen katmanlarinin goérinir
hale getirilmesi hedeflenmistir. Boylece meydan
yalnizca fiziksel olarak erisilebilir bir alan degil;
farkli sosyal gruplarin bir araya gelebildigi, aidiyet
gelistirebildigi ve ortak deneyimler iretebildigi bir
sosyal altyapiya doniismustdr.

Through illuminated pedestrian routes, trans-
parent urban edges, and flexible public programs
adaptable to different times of the day, the space
is transformed from a mere transit point into an
active urban environment. By eliminating visual
barriers and enhancing natural surveillance, users'
sense of safety has been strengthened, enabling
the previously perceived “unsafe” area to be-
come a vibrant public space open to encounters
throughout the day.

Within the scope of the project, new relation-
ships have been established between historical
heritage, transportation infrastructure, and ev-
eryday urban life. By integrating the Theodosius
Harbor archaeological site into the public expe-
rience and strengthening connections with sur-
rounding neighborhoods, the historical layers of
Yenikapi have been made visible and accessible.
Thus, the square has evolved beyond a physically
accessible space into a social infrastructure where
diverse groups can gather, develop a sense of be-
longing, and create shared experiences.

Yenikap1 Meydan Perspektifi
Yenikapi Square Perspective



Yenikap: Meydan Gorsellestirme 1
Yenikapi Square Visualization1

Yenikap: Meydan Gorsellestirme 2
Yenikapi Square Visualization 2

Yenikapi'nin heterotopik esik karakteri korunarak,
hizli ulasim hareketleri ile duraklama ve karsi-
lasma anlari arasinda denge kurulmustur. Tasa-
rim yaklasimi, farkli kullanicilarin ayni mekanda
cesitli deneyimler yasayabilmesine olanak sag-
layarak alanin ¢ogul yapisini desteklemektedir.

Sonug olarak Yenikapi, yalnizca bir transfer alani
olmaktan ¢ikarilarak; ge¢misi, bugiinii ve gelece-
gi bir araya getiren, okunabilir, erisilebilir ve de-
neyimlenebilir bir kentsel esik olarak yeniden ele
alinmistir. Proje, kamusal alanin karsilasmalarin,
sosyal iliskilerin ve kent aidiyetinin iretildigi ortak
bir yasam alani oldugunu vurgulamaktadir.

Okunabilir Esik: Yenikapi
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By preserving Yenikapi's character as a hetero-
topic urban threshold, a balance has been estab-
lished between mobility flows and moments of
pause and encounter. The design approach sup-
ports the site's multiplicity by enabling diverse
users to experience the space in different ways.

Yenikapi has been reinterpreted beyond a mere
transfer area as a legible, accessible, and experi-
ential urban threshold connecting past, present,
and future. The project emphasizes public space
as a shared environment where encounters, social
relations, and urban belonging are created.

Legible Threshold: Yenikapi



