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Giris

Yenikapl, istanbul'un tarihsel katmanlarini,
ulasim aglarini ve giindelik kent yasamini bir
araya getiren 6nemli odaklardan biridir. Mar-
maray, metro ve deniz ulasiminin kesisimin-
de yer almasinin yani sira arkeolojik mirasi,
kiyr kullanimlari ve ¢evresindeki mahalle do-
kusuyla cok katmanli bir kentsel karaktere
sahiptir. Ancak bu cesitlilik, farkli islevler ve
kullanici gruplar arasinda siirekliligi zayif, par-
calanmis ve cogunlukla yalnizca gecis odak-
L bir mekansal deneyim olusturmaktadir.

Mevcut durumda yaya dolasimindaki kopuk-
luklar, erisilebilirlik sorunlari, giivenlik ve kon-
for eksiklikleri ile kamusal alanlarin birbirinden
bagimsiz calismasi, Yenikapi'nin potansiyelini
sinirlandirmaktadir. Ginlik yolcular, mahalle
sakinleri ve ziyaretgiler ayni mekani paylagma-
larina ragmen farkli ihtiyaclara cevap verebilen
butiincil bir kamusal sistemle karsilasama-
maktadir. Bunun yaninda, alanin 6nemli de-
gerlerinden biri olan arkeolojik miras da kent
yasamiyla yeterince bitlinlesememektedir.

Bu calisma, Yenikapi'yl yalnizca bir ulagim
transfer merkezi olarak degil farkli kullanici-
larin karsilastig), vakit gecirdigi ve kentle iligki
kurdugu cok katmanli bir kamusal alan olarak
ele almaktadir. Alan; erisilebilirlik, yaya hare-
ketleri, kullanici profilleri, kamusal kullanim,
yesil altyapi ve tarihsel katmanlar Uzerinden
analiz edilmis; elde edilen bulgular dogrultu-
sunda parcalanmis kamusal alanlari yeniden
iliskilendirerek yaya onceligini giiclendiren ve
arkeolojik mirasi glindelik yasamin bir parcasi
haline getiren biitiincil bir tasarim yaklasimi
gelistirilmistir.
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Introduction

Yenikapi is one of Istanbul's key urban nodes,
bringing together the city's historical layers,
transportation networks, and everyday urban
life. Located at the intersection of the Marmaray,
metro, and maritime transportation systems, it
possesses a multi layered urban character shaped
by its archaeological heritage, waterfront, and
surrounding neighborhood fabric. However, this
diversity has resulted in a fragmented spatial
experience with weak continuity between differ-
ent functions and user groups, where the area
is predominantly perceived as a place of transit.

At present, discontinuities in pedestrian cir-
culation, accessibility challenges, deficiencies
in safety and comfort, and the disconnect-
ed nature of public spaces limit Yenikapi's ur-
ban potential. Although daily commuters,
local residents, and visitors share the same en-
vironment, they encounter a public realm that
is unable to respond to their diverse needs in
an integrated manner. Furthermore, the area's
significant archaeological heritage remains in-
sufficiently integrated into everyday urban life.

This study approaches Yenikapi not merely as a
transportation hub, but as a multi-layered public
space where people move, interact, spend time,
and engage with the city. The site has been ana-
lyzed through the lenses of accessibility, pedes-
trian movement, user profiles, public space, green
infrastructure, and historical layers. Based on
these findings, a comprehensive design approach
has been developed to reconnect fragmented
public spaces, strengthen pedestrian priority, and
integrate the archaeological heritage into every-
day urban life.
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2026'da Yenikapi'da bazi yapilar yikilarak tarihi bostan alaninin bir kismi yeniden

1934: Balgede hala genis bostanlar, kilgik evier ve agik tanm alanlan bulunuyordu, 2001 ME!“!,"_M:‘T:P“Y projeleriyle birlikte balgedeki kalan agik alanlar da bilyiik agild), Amag, bolgenin yesil dokusunu ve kiltirel mirasii canlandirmaktr.

Yenikapi ve Langa, Istanbul'un sebze iiretim merkezlerinden biriydi. dliide doniistiirild.

Tarihsel Siiregte Yenikapi
Historical Development of Yenikapi

Yenikapi, yaklagik 8.500 yillik gecmisiyle istan-
bul'un en eski yerlesim alanlarindan biridir. Ne-
olitik Donem’e uzanan yerlesim izleri, bolgenin
tarih boyunca énemli bir yasam alani oldugunu
gostermektedir. Bizans déneminde Theodosi-
us Limani'nin insa edilmesiyle kentin en 6nemli
ticaret ve deniz ulagimi merkezlerinden biri ha-
line gelen Yenikapi, Osmanli déneminde kiyi giz-
gisinin degismesiyle farkli islevler kazanmistir.
Cumbhuriyet déneminde gelisen ulasim altyapisi
ve Marmaray projesi kapsaminda gerceklestirilen
arkeolojik kazilar, bélgenin hem tarihsel mirasini
goriinir kilmig hem de giinimiizde istanbul'un
en 6nemli ulasim ve aktarma merkezlerinden biri
olarak yeniden sekillenmesini saglamistir.

With a history spanning approximately 8,500
years, Yenikapi is one of Istanbul's oldest
settlements. Archaeological findings dating
back to the Neolithic period reveal the area's
long-standing significance as a place of human
habitation. During the Byzantine era, the con-
struction of the Port of Theodosius transformed
Yenikap! into one of the city's most important
centers for trade and maritime transportation.
In the Ottoman period, changes to the coastline
altered the area's function and urban character.
In recent decades, archaeological excavations
carried out during the Marmaray project have
brought Yenikapi's rich historical heritage to
light, while its integration of metro, Marmaray,
and maritime transportation has redefined it as
one of Istanbul's most significant transporta-
tion and transfer hubs.
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Ulasim Mod Analizi
Transportation Mode Analysis

Yenikapi, istanbul’'un en énemli ulagim diigim-
lerinden biri olarak metro, Marmaray ve deniz
ulasimini ayni noktada bulusturan stratejik bir
aktarma merkezidir. Farkli ulasim modlarinin
bir arada bulunmasi alanin erisilebilirligini ve
kent icindeki baglanti potansiyelini artirirken,
bu sistemler arasindaki mekansal kopukluklar,
yonlendirme eksiklikleri ve yaya dolasimindaki
stireksizlikler kullanici deneyimini olumsuz et-
kilemektedir. Bu kapsamda ulasim modlarinin
dagilimi, odak noktalari, erisim baglantilari ve
birbirleriyle kurduklari iliskiler analiz edilerek
alanin mevcut hareket agi degerlendirilmistir.
Elde edilen veriler dogrultusunda farkli ulagim
sistemlerini bitiinlestiren, yaya dnceligini glic-
lendiren, kamusal alan siirekliligini destekleyen
ve kullanicilarin alan icerisindeki mekansal de-
neyimini iyilestirmeyi hedefleyen tasarim ka-
rarlarina zemin hazirlanmistir.
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Yenikapi is one of Istanbul’'s major transporta-
tion hubs, serving as a strategic interchange
where the metro, Marmaray, and maritime
transportation systems converge. While the co-
existence of multiple transportation modes en-
hances the area’s accessibility and connectivity
within the city, spatial disconnections between
these systems, inadequate wayfinding, and dis-
continuities in pedestrian circulation negatively
affect the overall user experience. In this con-
text, the distribution of transportation modes,
key nodes, access connections, and their spatial
relationships were analyzed to evaluate the ex-
isting mobility network. The findings formed the
basis for design decisions aimed at integrating
different transportation systems, strengthening
pedestrian priority, supporting the continuity of
public spaces, and improving users' overall spa-
tial experience within the site.
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Kullanici Analizi
User Profile Analysis

Arastirma kapsaminda Yenikapi'nin mevcut
mekansal yapisi; hareketlilik, erisilebilirlik, kul-
lanicr davraniglari, mekansal kosullar ve giiven-
lik basliklari altinda degerlendirilmistir. Saha
gozlemleri, kullanici profilleri, SWOT analizi ve
ikonografik bulgular birlikte incelendiginde ala-
nin giicli ulagim baglantilarina sahip olmasina
ragmen yaya deneyimi agisindan énemli sorun-
lar barindirdigi goriilmektedir. Yetersiz yonlen-
dirme, kopuk yaya rotalari, fiziksel engeller, bek-
leme ve dinlenme alanlarinin eksikligi, glivenlik
problemleri ve kiyi ile kent arasindaki zayif iliski
kullanici deneyimini olumsuz etkilemektedir.
Buna karsin ¢cok modlu ulasim sistemi, tarihi mi-
ras ve kamusal potansiyel alanin en 6nemli giigli
yonlerini olusturmaktadir. Bu analizler dogrul-
tusunda farkli kullanici gruplarinin ihtiyaclarini
karsilayan, erisilebilirligi artiran, kamusal siirek-
liligi giiclendiren ve kiyiyr kent yasamina yeniden
entegre eden tasarim kararlari gelistirilmistir.
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The research evaluates the existing spatial struc-
ture of Yenikapi through the themes of mobility,
accessibility, user behavior, spatial conditions,
and safety. By combining field observations,
user profiles, SWOT analysis, and iconograph-
ic findings, it becomes evident that despite its
strong multimodal transportation network, the
area presents significant challenges in terms of
pedestrian experience. Insufficient wayfinding,
fragmented pedestrian routes, physical barriers,
limited waiting and resting areas, safety concerns,
and the weak connection between the waterfront
and the urban fabric negatively affect the over-
all user experience. At the same time, Yenikap!'s
multimodal transport system, archaeological
heritage, and public space potential represent its
greatest strengths. These findings provide the ba-
sis for design strategies that enhance accessibil-
ity, strengthen public space continuity, respond
to the needs of diverse user groups, and better
integrate the waterfront into everyday urban life.
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Anket Sonuglari
Survey Results

Anket metodolojisi, kullanicilarin alani nasil dene-
yimledigini sistematik olarak analiz etmek ama-
ayla olusturulmustur. Sorular; kullanici profili,
fiziksel erisilebilirlik, glivenlik ve mekansal suirek-
lilik ile kamusal kullanim potansiyeli basliklari al-
tinda kurgulanmistir. Elde edilen veriler grafikler,
1st haritalari ve noktasal analizler araciligiyla de-
gerlendirilerek tasarim siirecine yon veren temel
bulgulara donustirilmistir.

Bu calisma kapsaminda kullanicilarla gerceklesti-
rilen anketler dogrultusunda Yenikapi ve gevresin-
deki farkli odak noktalarinda yasanan mekansal
sorunlar degerlendirilmistir. Elde edilen veriler;
erisilebilirlik, glivenlik, yonlendirme, yaya dolasi-
mi ve kamusal alan kullanimi agisindan kullanici
deneyimini olumsuz etkileyen temel problemleri
ortaya koymaktadir. Anket sonuglari, alandaki 6n-
celikli miidahale bélgelerinin belirlenmesinde ve
tasarim kararlarinin kullanici ihtiyaglar dogrultu-
sunda sekillendirilmesinde 6nemli bir veri kaynagi
olarak degerlendirilmistir.

The survey methodology was developed to sys-
tematically evaluate how users experience the
site. The questionnaire focuses on user profiles,
physical accessibility, safety and spatial conti-
nuity, as well as the potential of public spac-
es. The collected data were analyzed through
charts, heat maps, and point-based mapping,
providing key findings that informed the design
process.

As part of this study, surveys were conducted
with users to evaluate the spatial issues expe-
rienced at different focal points in and around
Yenikapi. The findings reveal the main problems
affecting user experience, particularly in terms
of accessibility, safety, wayfinding, pedestrian
circulation, and the use of public spaces. The
survey results served as a valuable source of
information in identifying priority intervention
areas and guiding design decisions in line with
users' needs and expectations.
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