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Giris

DUR(AKS)AMA, Yenikapr'yl yalnizca yogun hare-
ketin gerceklestigi bir aktarma alani olarak degil,
giindelik yasamin farkli ihtiyaglarinin karsilandi-
g1 bir kamusal cevre olarak ele alir. Marmaray ve
IDO arasindaki giiglii ulagim iliskisi bélgeyi giin
boyunca sirekli hareket halinde tutarken, kesin-
tili yaya baglantilari, yon bulma giicligi, yetersiz
giindelik donatilar ve duyusal konforsuzluk bu
yogunlugu nitelikli bir kamusal yasama doniist-
rememektedir. Calisma kapsaminda kalabaligin
giindelik yonelimleri takip edilmis, kullanicilarin
alani nasil kullandigl dogrudan gozlemlenmis ve
bu davraniglar mekanin fiziksel ve duyusal kosul-
lariyla birlikte degerlendirilmistir. Béylece kamu-
sal mekanin niteliginin yalnizca biyiiklik, bigim
veya ulasim kapasitesiyle degil; glindelik ihtiyac-
larin karsilanmasi, mekansal siirekliligin kurulma-
s1, kullanici konforunun desteklenmesi ve farkli
kullanim bigimlerine imkan taninmasiyla olustu-
gu gorilmistir.

Proje, Yenikapi'daki kopuk mekansal yapiy giin-
delik akisin icinde tanimlanan yeni dinlenme, kar-
silasma ve birlikte kullanim noktalari araciligiyla
donustlrmeyi 6nerir. Giindelik kentsel donatilar
yalnizca temel ihtiyaglari karsilayan islevsel ele-
manlar olarak degil, insanin mekanla kurdugu
iliskiyi giliclendiren ve kamusalligin sirekliligini
saglayan tasarim bilesenleri olarak ele alinir. Gii-
niin farkli saatlerine, degisen kullanici profillerine
ve farkli kullanim yogunluklarina uyum saglayan
mudahalelerle zorunlu gecis ve bekleme anlari-
nin daha nitelikli bir kentsel deneyime doniismesi
amaclanir. Béylece Yenikapi'nin yalnizca ulagim
hareketinin biriktigi bir esik olmaktan cikarak in-
sanlarin cevresiyle iliski kurabildigi, birbirleriyle
karsilasabildigi, kent yasamina katilabildigi ve
mekansal hafizay1 deneyimleyebildigi giicli bir
kamusal yasam odagina doniismesi hedeflenir.
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Introduction

DUR(AKS)AMA approaches Yenikapi not merely
as a transfer area shaped by intense movement,
but as a public environment where the diverse
needs of everyday life are met. While the strong
connection between Marmaray and iDO keeps
the area in constant motion throughout the day,
fragmented pedestrian links, difficulties in way-
finding, insufficient everyday amenities and sen-
sory discomfort prevent this intensity from de-
veloping into a meaningful public life. As part of
the study, the everyday movement of crowds was
followed, users' interactions with the area were
observed directly, and these behaviours were
evaluated together with the physical and sensory
conditions of the space. The findings demonstrate
that the quality of public space is shaped not only
by its size, form or transport capacity, but also by
its ability to respond to everyday needs, establish
spatial continuity, support user comfort and ac-
commodate different forms of use.

The project proposes transforming Yenikapi's
fragmented spatial structure by introducing new
spaces for rest, encounter and shared use within
the existing flow of everyday life. Everyday urban
amenities are treated not merely as functional el-
ements that meet basic needs, but as design com-
ponents that strengthen people’s relationship
with place and sustain public life. Through inter-
ventions that respond to different times of day,
changing user profiles and varying levels of activi-
ty, moments of necessary movement and waiting
are transformed into richer urban experiences. In
this way, Yenikapi is envisioned not simply as a
threshold where transport flows accumulate, but
as a strong public-life focus where people can en-
gage with their surroundings, encounter one an-
other, participate in urban life and experience the
spatial memory of the city.
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Ik Okumalar
First Readings

Yenikapi, tarih boyunca liman yerlesimi, kiyr ya-
sami, ulasim odagi ve kamusal etkinlik alani gibi
farkli kimlikler ustlenerek doniismiis; buna rag-
men insanlarin bir araya geldigi ortak bir kamusal
mekan olma niteligini korumustur. Bu déniisim,
fiziksel degisimin Otesinde, glinimiizde de oku-
nabilen ¢ok katmanli bir kent bellegi olusturmus-
tur.

Bu kolaj, Yenikapi’'nin katmanlasan hafizasini go-
rindr kilmayr amaglamaktadir. Tarihsel fotograf-
lar, giincel kullanim bigimleri ve cizgisel izler Ust
Uste getirilerek mekanin zamansal sirekliligi ve
gecmisten glinimiize tasinan izleri okunabilir hale
getirilmistir.

Bu okuma, projenin cikis noktasini olusturan iz,
katman ve sireklilik kavramlarini tanimlarken,
Yenikapi'nin biriktirdigi hafizayr 6nerilen kamusal
mekan kurgusunun temel tasarim verisi olarak ele
almaktadir.

Throughout history, Yenikapi has continuously
transformed, taking on different identities as a
port settlement, waterfront, transportation hub,
and public event space. Despite these changes, it
has remained a shared public place where people
come together. This transformation has created a
layered urban memory that extends beyond phys-
ical change and can still be experienced today.

This collage aims to reveal Yenikapi's layered
memory by combining historical photographs,
contemporary scenes, and abstract linework. By
overlapping these elements, the composition
highlights the site's temporal continuity and the
traces that have been carried from the past to the
present.

This reading introduces the project's core con-
cepts of trace, layer, and continuity, positioning
Yenikapi's accumulated memory as the primary
design input for the proposed public space.



Caligma Alani

X ve odaklanilan rotalar

Rota1

~ 4.5-5 km

3-3.5 saat

Problemler

At1l ve islevsiz zemin kullanimi
Vejetasyon eksikligi

Kentsel donat1 eksikligi
Mekansal sUreksizlik [ve gorsel kopukluk

Blytsal kenforstzitk

Alan Okumast
Site Reading

Yenikapi, yalnizca proje alani olarak degil, cevre-
siyle birlikte butiinciil bir kentsel sistem olarak ele
alinmistir. Harita analizleri, yerinde gézlemler ve
deneyim rotalari araciligiyla alanin kentsel sosyal
donatilari, yaya hareketleri ve kullanicilarin giin-
delik yasam pratikleri incelenmistir. Farkli rota-
lar boyunca yapilan gézlemler sirasinda kullanici
davranislari, mekansal deneyim ve duyusal veriler
es zamanli olarak degerlendirilmis, boylece alanin
fiziksel oldugu kadar algisal 6zellikleri de okun-
mustur.

Bu sirecte dolagim siirekliligi, kamusal kullanim
bicimleri ve mekansal kalite analiz edilerek; islev-
siz acik alanlar, yetersiz kentsel donatilar, kopuk
yaya baglantilari, gérsel ve fiziksel suireksizlikler ile
duyusal konforsuzluk gibi temel problemler tespit
edilmistir. Elde edilen bulgular, Yenikapi'nin mev-
cut potansiyellerini ve sorunlarini ortaya koyan
kapsamli bir okuma olusturmus; projenin tasarim
kararlarini yonlendiren temel veriyi saglamistir.
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~ 3.5-4.5 km
2.5-3 saat

Rota 3
~ 5-5.5 km
3.5-4 saat

Yenikapi was examined as an integrated urban
system through mapping, site observations, and
experiential route analysis. The study document-
ed public amenities, pedestrian movement, and
everyday urban activities to better understand
the site's spatial and social dynamics. Along the
selected routes, users' behaviors were observed
simultaneously with sensory data, allowing both
the physical environment and the perceptual
qualities of the space to be evaluated.

The analysis identified key issues, including frag-
mented pedestrian connections, underused open
spaces, insufficient urban amenities, visual and
physical discontinuities, and sensory discomfort.
These findings provided a comprehensive un-
derstanding of the site's opportunities and con-
straints, forming the primary design input and
conceptual foundation of the project.
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Duyu Analizi
Sensory Analysis

Yenikapi'nin duyusal karakterini anlamak ama-
ciyla belirlenen rotalar boyunca duyu analizi ger-
ceklestirilmistir. Kullanici davranislari; ses, koku,
yogunluk, hareket ve cevresel alg verileriyle bir-
likte degerlendirilmis; analiz sonucunda Aksaray,
Marmaray ve IDO alanin temel odaklari olarak
belirlenmistir. Ozellikle Aksaray Meydani—dolgu
alani aksi, farkli duyusal deneyimleri barindirmasi
nedeniyle detayli incelenmis ve elde edilen veriler
projenin tasarim kararlarina yon vermistir.

A sensory analysis was conducted along the se-
lected routes to understand Yenikapi's spatial
experience. Users' behaviors were evaluated to-
gether with sensory data, including sound, smell,
crowd density, movement, and environmen-
tal perception. The analysis identified Aksaray,
Marmaray, and IDO as the site's primary activi-
ty nodes. In particular, the Aksaray Square-re-
claimed waterfront axis was examined in detail,
and the findings became key design inputs for the
project.
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Kullanicilar
Users

Belirlenen rotalar lizerindeki 6nemli diiglim nok-
talarindan alinan kesitler araciligiyla kullanici
davraniglari ve mekansal deneyim birlikte analiz
edilmistir. Giris, meydan ve durak gibi farkli odak-
larda oturma yogunlugu, yirime yogunlugu, in-
san yogunlugu ve koku algisi es zamanli olarak
degerlendirilerek bu verilerin mekansal karakterle
kurdugu iliski ortaya konmustur. Elde edilen bul-
gular, kullanici hareketlerinin ve duyusal dene-
yimin mekanin fiziksel yapisiyla nasil degistigini
gostererek projenin tasarim kararlarini destekle-
yen temel verilerden birini olusturmustur.

Cross-sections taken from the key nodes along
the selected routes were used to analyze users'
behavior together with their spatial experience.
At different locations, such as entrances, squares,
and transit stops, sitting activity, pedestrian flow,
user density, and smell perception were evaluated
simultaneously to understand their relationship
with the spatial character of the site. The findings
reveal how user behavior and sensory experience
change across different urban conditions, provid-
ing essential design input for the project.
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DURAK 1

Analizler sonucunda, Aksaray Tramvay Duragi'nin
bulundugu kopri alti alani, yaya hareketinin yo-
gun olmasina ragmen mekansal kalite agisindan
yetersiz kalan énemli bir diigiim noktasi olarak
belirlenmistir. Gigli ulasim baglantilarina rag-
men islevsiz bosluklar, yonlenme sorunlari ve
kamusal kullanim eksikligi alanin potansiyelini
sinirlandirmaktadir. Bu nedenle miidahale alani
olarak secilen koprii alti, kullanici deneyimini giic-
lendiren, dolasimi destekleyen ve giindelik yasa-
ma yeni kamusal kullanim senaryolari kazandiran
tasarim kararlarinin odak noktasi olmustur.

Based on the site analysis, the underpass beneath
Aksaray Tram Stop was identified as a key inter-
vention area. Although it accommodates a high
volume of pedestrian movement and serves as
an important transportation node, the space
lacks spatial quality, clear orientation, and active
public use. The proposed intervention transforms
this underused area into a more accessible and
engaging public space by improving pedestrian
circulation, strengthening spatial identity, and in-
troducing new opportunities for everyday social
interaction.
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Aksaray Meydani
Aksaray Square

Tasarim miidahalesi, Aksaray Tramvay Duragi
kopri altint mevcut mekansal karakterini koruya-
rak yeniden kamusal yasama kazandirmayi hedef-
lemektedir. Miidahale, biiyiik olcekli yapisal degi-
siklikler yerine mevcut potansiyeli ortaya ¢ikaran
kiclik fakat etkili dokunuslara odaklanmaktadir.
Koprii ayaklari aydinlatma, oturma elemanlari ve
sergi ylizeyleriyle yeniden islevlendirilirken; ala-
na modiler oturma birimleri, esnek performans
alanlari ve gecici sergi mekanlari eklenmistir. Boy-
lece yalnizca bir gegis alani olarak kullanilan kopri
alti, kullanicilarin durabildigi, sosyallesebildigi ve
farkli kamusal etkinliklere ev sahipligi yapabilen
yasayan bir kamusal mekana donistirilmistdr.
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Tasarim Miidaheleleri

The design intervention reactivates the under-
pass beneath Aksaray Tram Stop while preserv-
ing its existing spatial character. Rather than in-
troducing major structural changes, the proposal
focuses on small yet effective interventions that
enhance the site's existing potential. Bridge col-
umns are repurposed with integrated lighting,
seating elements, and exhibition surfaces, while
modular seating, flexible performance spaces,
and temporary exhibition areas are introduced.
As a result, the underpass is transformed from a
space of transit into an active public environment
where people can pause, gather, and engage in
everyday social and cultural activities.
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Ug durak noktasinin merkezinde yer alan bu alan,
yalnizca bir ulasim aktarma noktasi olarak degil,
insanlarin duraklayabildigi, sosyallesebildigi ve
kentle etkilesim kurabildigi kamusal bir odak ola-
rak yeniden tasarlanmistir. Boylece alan, hareket
ve kamusal yasamin birlikte deneyimlendigi yasa-
yan bir kent mekanina déniismektedir.Tasarimin
temel yaklasimi, mevcut yaya akislarini kesinti-
siz bir yaya omurgasi lizerinde birlestirmektir. Bu
omurga, metro, Marmaray ve cevredeki ulagim
baglantilari arasinda giiglii, okunabilir ve erisile-
bilir bir iliski kurarak kullanicilarin yon bulmasini
kolaylastirmakta ve yaya sirekliligini giliclendir-
mektedir.Merkez alan, yalnizca dolasimi yonlen-
diren bir gecis koridoru olarak degil, kullanicilarin
kisa siireli bekleme, dinlenme ve bulusma ihtiyac-
larini karsilayan ¢ok islevli bir kamusal mekan ola-
rak kurgulanmistir. Farkli kullanim senaryolarina
uyum saglayan acik alan diizenlemeleri, giiniin
farkli saatlerinde aktif bir kamusal yasam olus-
turmaktadir.

Yenikap: Meydan1
Yenikapi Square

Located at the center of the three stop points,
this area is redefined not only as a transportation
interchange but also as a public hub where people
can pause, socialize, and engage with the urban
environment. As a result, the space transforms
into a vibrant urban setting where movement and
public life coexist.The main design strategy is to
integrate existing pedestrian flows into a contin-
uous pedestrian spine. This circulation network
strengthens the connection between the metro,
Marmaray, and the surrounding transportation
systems, improving accessibility, wayfinding, and
the overall pedestrian experience.Rather than
functioning solely as a circulation corridor, the
central area is designed as a multifunctional pub-
lic space that accommodates short-term waiting,
resting, and social interaction. Flexible open-
space arrangements support a variety of daily
activities, creating an active and dynamic public
environment throughout the day.
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Yaklagim Stratejileri
Design Strategies

Yenikapi'nin tarihsel kimligini olusturan arkeo- The archaeological remains that define Yenikapi's
lojik kalintilar, kot farkliliklari ve seffaf yiizeyler historical identity are revealed through changes
araciligiyla goriiniir hale getirilmistir. Boylece kul- in level and transparent surfaces. This approach
lanicilar, giinliik dolasim deneyimi sirasinda alanin allows visitors to experience the site’s historical
tarihsel katmanlarini algilayabilmekte ve ge¢mis layers as part of their daily movement, creating a
ile bugiin arasinda mekansal bir bag kurabilmek- spatial dialogue between the past and the pres-
tedir.Kamusal yasami desteklemek amaciyla yesil ent.To enhance public life, the proposal intro-
alanlar, golgelikli oturma birimleri, kafe ve servis duces landscaped green areas, shaded seating,
noktalari 6nerilmistir. Bu mekansal miidahaleler, cafés, and service facilities. These interventions
kullanici konforunu artirirken insanlarin alanda improve user comfort while encouraging people
daha uzun siire vakit gecirmesini tesvik ederek to spend more time in the space, transforming the
meydanin sosyal niteligini giiclendirmektedir. square into an active and socially engaging pub-
Baglanti, katmanlasma, aktivasyon ve siireklilik lic environment.Developed around the principles
ilkeleri dogrultusunda gelistirilen bu 6neri; ulagim of connection, layering, activation, and continu-
altyapisini, tarihsel mirasi ve kamusal yasami ity, the proposal integrates transportation infra-
butiincil bir yaklasimla bir araya getirmektedir. structure, archaeological heritage, and public life
Sonug¢ olarak merkez alan, ¢ durak noktasini into a cohesive urban framework. As the heart of
birbirine baglayan fiziksel bir digiim olmanin the three-stop system, the central area becomes
Otesinde, Yenikap’'nin katmanlasan hafizasini more than a physical junction; it evolves into a
yansitan yasayan, erisilebilir ve giiclii bir kamusal vibrant, accessible public square that reflects Ye-
meydan kimligi kazanmaktadir. nikapi's layered urban memory.
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Mevcut 6neri, IDO terminaline uzanan kopri alti
ve kiyr aksini mevcut yapisal karakterini koruya-
rak yeniden kamusal kullanima kazandirmayi
amaglamaktadir. Tasarim, kopriiniin celik tastyici
sistemini ve mevcut mekansal kimligini korurken,
kiiclik olcekli midahalelerle alanin kullanim po-
tansiyelini artirmayi hedeflemektedir.

Alan boyunca kot iligkileri yeniden diizenlenmis,
kiytya dogru yonelen yaya akisi giliclendirilmis ve
daralan gecis alanlarn genisletilerek kesintisiz bir
dolasim agi olusturulmustur. IDO yéniindeki yo-
gun transit hareketi desteklenirken, kullanicilarin
yalnizca gecis yaptigi degil, kisa siireli duraklaya-
bildigi kamusal cepler olusturulmustur.

Transit dolagimi zorlastiran fiziksel engeller kaldi-
rilarak erisilebilirlik artirilmis; aydinlatma sistemi
ve acik goris koridorlan giiclendirilerek kopri al-
tinda olugan karanlik ve giivensiz alanlar yeniden
tanimlanmistir. Boylece giiniin farkli saatlerinde
glivenli, okunabilir ve konforlu bir kamusal ¢evre
olusturulmasi amaglanmistir.

The proposal focuses on the underpass and wa-
terfront corridor leading to the iDO Terminal,
preserving the existing structural character while
improving its public value. Rather than introduc-
ing major physical changes, the design enhanc-
es the site's potential through a series of small-
scale interventions that respect the existing steel
bridge structure and spatial identity.

The level differences throughout the site were re-
organized to strengthen pedestrian connections
and improve movement toward the waterfront.
Narrow circulation areas were widened to create
a continuous pedestrian network, allowing users
not only to pass through the space but also to
pause, rest, and interact along the route to the
iDO terminal.

Physical barriers within the transit corridor were
removed to improve accessibility, while new light-
ing and clear sightlines reduced dark, underused
areas and increased the overall sense of safety.
These interventions create a more comfortable,
legible, and secure environment throughout the
day.

TASIYICI STROKTOR GEGIRGENLIK & ERISILEBILIRLIK BAGLAM & KiMLIK
Gelik kBpri ayags ve tagyies Agik, akues ve engelsiz Yonikapi'nun tarihi mirasin
sistom vur qusu gegiglar yansitan Katmanlar

Evening in Yenikapi
Yenikapi Aksamlari

AKTIVITE & KULLANIM
Gl rutinleri dastokleyen
esnok kullanim alanlars
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PROGRAMATIK DAGILIM
Ulagim + bekleme + dinlonme +

SETBACK & RAHATLAMA GOKLU KATMANLI KULLANIM
Golge, oturma ve dinlenme Farkli kullanie: deneyimleri
noktalari etinlik bir arada ve Gst-alt kot iliskisi
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Yol X Kaldirim
Road X Sidewalk

Koprii ayaklari yalnizca tastyici elemanlar olarak
degil, tasarimin aktif bilesenleri olarak deger-
lendirilmistir. Kolonlar; aydinlatma, oturma ele-
manlari, yonlendirme ve sergileme yiizeyleri ile
biitiinlestirilirken, modiiler oturma alanlari, bek-
leme cepleri ve esnek etkinlik noktalari eklenerek
alanin farkli kullanici profilleri tarafindan kullani-
labilmesi saglanmistir.

Kesit Caligmalar1
Section

Sonug olarak 6neri, mevcut yapiyr donistiirmek
yerine yerinde ve hassas miidahaleler ile képrii al-
tinin duyusal ve mekansal kalitesini artirmaktadir.
Ulasim islevini kesintiye ugratmadan; kiyi ile kent
arasindaki iliskiyi giiclendiren, IDO aksini daha
okunabilir hale getiren ve bekleme, dinlenme, et-
kilesim ile kiiltiirel kullanimlari destekleyen cok
katmanli bir kamusal mekan olusturulmustur.
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Gar X Kaldirim
Musichall X Sidewalk

The bridge columns were reinterpreted as ac-
tive design elements rather than simply struc-
tural supports. They integrate lighting, seat-
ing, wayfinding, and exhibition surfaces, while
modular seating, waiting areas, and flexible
event spaces support a variety of everyday ac-
tivities and accommodate different user groups.

lf/;

Overall, the proposal demonstrates how small,
strategic interventions can significantly improve
both spatial quality and sensory experience with-
out altering the existing structure. By strength-
ening the connection between the city and the
waterfront, the design transforms the underpass
into an accessible, flexible, and multi-layered
public space that supports movement, waiting,
social interaction, and cultural activities.
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